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view of their position after the War. The tragic thing is that events that
are happening now, and that have recently happened, have done so
much to forfeit, in the minds of those very people who are most sympa-
thetic to the German people, some of the sympathy which, I presume to
say, Germany needs.
Additional point was given to the repetition of Sir John Simon's
declaration by the fact that the relevant passage in his speech of the
13th April had drawn an immediate official protest from the German
Government.
Thus the moral opposition of the British Government and people
to the German National-Socialist movement was unanimous and
whole-hearted. But the strength of their feelings about this new
portent on the Continent did not imply that they would be equally
strong in act. So far from that, some of the most outspoken British
critics of ethe Third Reich'—and this on the extreme Left as well
as on the extreme Right of the British political gamut—drew the
moral, not that Great Britain ought now to intervene whole-heartedly
in Continental affairs in order to play her part in warding off a new
danger to the Western Civilization, but rather that she ought at once
to shake off from her feet the dust of a Continent which Herr Hitler's
voice proclaimed to be a city of destruction. The most able exponent
of this negative policy in the House of Commons was Mr. Winston
Churchill, who argued consistently, in the debates of the 23rd March
and the 13th April and the 7th November, that His Majesty's
Government ought now forthwith to cease adjuring France to reduce
her armaments, in order that the United Kingdom might be quit
of any moral obligation to come to the assistance of France in another
Franco-German War. In advocating this policy, Mr. Churchill did
not carry with him a majority either in the House or in the country;
and his policy was far from being adopted by the Government. ' We
shall not get out of our difficulties', said Sir John Simon in the House
of Commons at Westminster on the 7th November, 'by crying isola-
tion when the conditions for isolation have disappeared and cannot
exist.' The insular isolation to which Mr. Churchill harked back was
indeed an academic dream in an age in which Great Britain had been
welded on to the Continent by links of air; and it could not seriously
be imagined that even those Frenchmen who had been most irritated
by the British preaching of disarmament would desire to be relieved
of this nuisance at the price of being left in the lurch. Thus Mr.
Churchill's programme for the clarification of Anglo-French relations
was hardly practical politics. Yet its exposition was not without
political importance, as a hint that it would be unwise to infer the

